Abnormal cervical cytology leading to the diagnosis of gastric cancer.
There have been nine cases reported in the English literature in which the finding of malignant cells on cervical/vaginal cytology led to the diagnosis of primary gastric cancer. We report on a patient with gastric carcinoma, metastatic to the cervix, in which the diagnosis was suspected by the finding of signet ring cells on a Papanicolaou smear of the cervix. Prior to treatment of this patient, concordance of signet ring carcinoma on cervical and ascitic fluid cytology and on cervical and gastric biopsies was documented; this has not been reported previously. Thirty-four additional cases of gastric carcinoma metastatic to the cervix are reviewed. This paper is presented to remind the clinician that, however rare, metastases from the gastrointestinal tract to the uterine cervix do occur.